
         Problem                                    Picture                          Details               Research 

1 Tires and seat posts are too 
easy to remove and 
therefore attract bike 
thieves.  

 

Affects cyclists 
who don’t want 
to carry more 
than one lock. 
Has been a 
problem since 
the creation of 
modern road 
bikes (1920s).  

Stolen Bikes 
Has some 
solutions but 
does explain 
why theft is so 
easy.  

2 Most aglets on shoelaces or 
hoodie strings are too weak 
and so the string may start 
to fray.  

 

Anyone with 
common shoes 
or jackets. Been 
a problem since 
the invention of 
the aglet 
(1790). 

Frayed 
Shoelaces 
This site has 
some solutions 
but does explain 
why it happens.  

3 My bike is kept locked 
outside because there’s no 
room for it inside, so it 
rusts and gets dirt in the 
gears and chain.  

 

Affects those 
without a 
garage or 
anywhere to 
store away from 
the weather.  

Rusted Bike 
Stored Outside 

4 When moving my hand 
around the paper as I draw, 
the side of my hand 
smudges the picture and I’ll 
get lead all over my hand.  

  

Affects anyone 
who does a lot 
of drawing or 
writing, 
especially left 
handed people.  

Lead Smudges 

http://thebestbikelock.com/wheel-locks-and-seat-locks/
https://www.fieggen.com/shoelace/tipsforeveryone.htm
https://www.fieggen.com/shoelace/tipsforeveryone.htm
https://www.bicycling.com/repair/a20009645/what-happens-when-you-leave-your-bike-outside/
https://www.bicycling.com/repair/a20009645/what-happens-when-you-leave-your-bike-outside/
https://m.huffingtonpost.com.au/juliette-steen/10-things-that-really-ann_b_9345158.html


5 The rubber ends of 
charging cables often start 
to rip and expose the wires 
inside.  

 

Anyone with a 
phone or device 
needing a usb 
cable. Started to 
be a problem 
when 
smartphones 
were invented.  

Ripped Cables  

6 Many kids, especially in 
America, suffer from 
diabetes or childhood 
obesity.  

 

Those 
surrounded by 
cheap fast 
foods. 
Typically of 
poor 
socioeconomic 
backgrounds.  

Causes of 
Obesity  

7 California Drought has 
been a major environmental 
issue for years resulting in 
bare landscapes and dying 
ecosystems.  

 

Has been an 
issue since 
early 2000’s, 
and it affects all 
California 
Residents, 
primarily 
SoCal. 

The Drought 

8 Pencil sharpeners often 
break the tip of the lead in 
the pencil.  

 

Affects people 
who prefer to 
use a normal 
pencil rather 
than a 
mechanical.  

Breaking Lead  

9 Umbrellas are too weak to 
withstand the wind 
sometimes and will turn 
inside out.  

 

Affects anyone 
unwilling to get 
wet in the 
heavy rain.  

Broken 
Umbrellas  

https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/throw-away-fraying-cables-phone-chargers/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/obesity/facts.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/obesity/facts.htm
https://www.drought.gov/drought/states/california
https://www.artnfly.com/blogs/tutorials/pencil-lead-keeps-breaking-when-you-sharpen-how-to-repair-broken-leads-in-colored-pencils
http://digg.com/2014/umbrellas-break-why-and-get-the-best-one
http://digg.com/2014/umbrellas-break-why-and-get-the-best-one


10 Too many electric scooters 
and bikes on every 
sidewalk in Santa Monica.  

Get in the way 
of areas with a 
lot people 
trying to walk 
somewhere like 
a school or the 
metro.  

E-Scooters 

11 Zippers of backpacks will 
get stuck and or fail to 
close the bags regardless of 
being able to move.  

 

Affects anyone 
who often uses 
a bag for work 
or school.  

Broken Zippers 

12 Water scarcity is a huge 
problem that leaves 
countless people 
dehydrated and sick.  

 

Billions of 
people around 
the world don’t 
have access to 
clean water 
resources.  

Water Scarcity 

13 To this day many pipe 
systems in LA have lead in 
them from old urban 
planning policies.  

 

Primarily 
affects people 
living in old 
neighborhoods 
with houses that 
have been 
renovated. 
These systems 
were made in 
the early 20th 
century.  

Lead Pipes 

14 We rely on fossil fuels as 
our primary energy source 
but it is harmful to the 
atmosphere and our oceans.  

 

Has been a 
problem since 
oil corporations 
began to 
increase in 
numbers (early 
19th century). 

Fossil Fuels  

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.thewrap.com/after-bans-in-los-angeles-neighborhoods-bird-scooters-may-face-extinction-in-santa-monica/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/lifehacker.com/5975700/how-to-fix-every-common-zipper-problem/amp
https://www.sciencedaily.com/terms/water_scarcity.htm
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water


15 Wired headphones or 
earphones always get 
tangled and can be really 
messy and annoying to use. 
They also get caught on 
things.  

 

Has been a 
problem since 
their invention 
and it affects 
anyone who 
doesn’t want to 
buy more 
expensive 
wireless 
alternatives.  

Tangled Wires 

16 The strings of a hoodie are 
easy to lose in the holes 
that they run through.  

 

Affects those 
who often wear 
hoodies when 
they wash them.  

Hoodie Strings 

17 When on the street, drivers 
don’t pay enough attention 
to the cyclists making a 
turn signal with their hands.  

 

Affects people 
on bikes at 
night in an 
urban area with 
many cars.  

Night Riding  

18 At a guitar shop it’s 
difficult to play some music 
without someone blasting 
their amplifiers through the 
entire store.  

 

 

People who 
often go to a 
guitar store just 
in their free 
time find 
themselves 
driven nuts by 
this annoying 
problem.  

Guitar Etiquette  

19 Construction can often 
create roadblocks and 
increase traffic.  

Makes is 
difficult for 
people to get 
somewhere in a 
populated area 
like school or 
work.  

Construction 
Increases Traffic 

http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/seriouslyscience/2014/06/18/scientific-explanation-earphones-always-tangled/#.XAawGaSIaEc
https://removeandreplace.com/2016/05/11/how-to-get-one-end-of-a-stuck-drawstring-pulled-back-out-of-a-hoodie/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/bikeportland.org/2013/05/20/youre-not-as-visible-on-a-bike-at-night-as-you-think-new-study-shows-87044/amp
https://www.google.com/amp/truefire.com/blog/favorites/music-shop-tips-etiquette/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.wired.com/2014/06/wuwt-traffic-induced-demand/amp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.wired.com/2014/06/wuwt-traffic-induced-demand/amp


20 There are not enough bike 
lanes in some cities and 
neighborhoods and traffic 
becomes more dangerous.  

 

Affects small 
cities that 
encourage bike 
commuting.  

Bike Lanes 

 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.sbsun.com/2017/07/28/not-enough-bicycle-riders-for-bike-lanes-in-redlands-letters/amp/

